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Speaking, writing, and signing are the three ways in which a language lives and breathes. They
are the three mediums through which a language is passed on® from one generation to the next. If
a language is a healthy language, ( A)@ is happening all the time. Parents pass their language on to
their children, who pass it on to their children .. and the language lives on.

Languages like English, Spanish, and Chinese are healthy languages. They exist in spoken,
written, and signed forms, and they're used by hundreds of millions of people all over the world. But
most of the 6,000 or so of the world's languages aren’t in such a healthy state. They're used by very
few people. The children aren’t learning them from their parents. And ( 1 ) the languages are
in real danger of dying out.

When does a language die?

A language dies when the last person who speaks it dies. And this is happening in many parts
of the world. There are several dozen languages which have only one speaker left. And several
more where the speakers are just a few dozen or fewer. For example, many of the languages spoken
by the tribal peoples® of Brazil or Indonesia have only a handful of speakers.

Languages which have only a few speakers, and which are likely to die out soon, are called
endangered languages. Most of the world's endangered languages are spoken in countries on either
side of the equator®. There are hundreds of languages spoken in south-east Asia, in such countries
as Papua New Guinea. Hundreds more are spoken across India and Africa. Many more are in South
America. These are the places where languages are dying out very quickly.

But we can find endangered languages anywhere. Most of the Indian languages of North
America are endangered. And so are the Celtic languages® of Britain, Ireland, and France. Fewer
and fewer people speak Gallic*, the Celtic language of Scotland. And the last native speakers of
Manx”, the language of the Isle of Man, died out a few decades ago.

Perhaps half the languages of the world are going to die out in the next 100 years. That's 3,000
languages disappearing in 1,200 months. If we work out® the average, we'll find that there's a
language dying out somewhere in the world ( 2 ). This is much faster than anything that’s
happened in the past.

(B)There’s nothing new about a language dying. Languages have always disappeared when the

people who spoke them died out. Two thousand years ago there were many languages spoken
throughout the Middle East that no longer exist today. Think of all the peoples who invented the
writing systems such as the Hittites®, the Assyrians®, and the Babylonians®. Those cultures came and
went, over thousands of years, as one defeated another, and the languages disappeared along with the
peoples.

We know something about these ancient languages because some of them were written down.



(3 ), many languages of the past were never written down, so they are lost forever. That's still
the case today. About 2,000 of the world’s languages have never been written down. If they die
before linguists get a chance to record them, they too will be gone forever.

When a culture dies out, it leaves behind evidence of how the people lived. Archaeologists* can
dig up all sorts of things - pots, skeletons, boats, coins, weapons, bits of houses - but spoken language
leaves nothing behind when it disappears. After all, speech is only vibrations® in the air. So when a
spoken language dies which has never been recorded in some way, it is as if it has never been.

There's (4 ) about a single language dying. But (C>What's going on today Is extraordinary,

when we compare the situation to what has happened in the past. We're seeing languages dying out
on a massive scale®. It's a bit like what's happening to some species of plants and animals. They're
dying out faster than ever before. Why is this?

Plants and animals die out for all sorts of reasons, such as changes in climate, the impact of new
diseases, or changes in the way people use the land. And some of these reasons apply to languages
too. A natural disaster, such as an earthquake or a tsunami, can destroy towns and villages, and kill
many people. But if the people are dead, or if their community is devastated®, then their language
will die out too.

Humans can be the cause of language death. Hunters can kill all the remaining animals in a
species. Collectors can take all the remaining plants. And governments can stop people using their
language. If a language is banned®, and the children are forbidden to learn it, it will soon die out.

But the main reason that so many languages are endangered is not as sudden or as dramatic as
a tsunami or a banning. In most cases, the people stop using their first language simply because they
decide to use a different one. This is why, for example, most people in Wales speak English or most
people in Brittany® speak French. Over the years, families have gradually stopped using one
language and started using another.

Why have they done this? It's usually because the new language promises them a better kind
of life. In particular, they'll get a better job if they learn the new language. Think of all the ‘best jobs’
in the country where you live. How many of them would you be able to do if you didn't speak the

main language of the country? ( 5 )

(i)

A Little Book of Language by David Crystal. Copyright © 2010 by David Crystal.
Reproduced with permission of Yale Representation Ltd through PLSclear.
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(D on the contrary @ in contrast 3 as aresult @ asarule

(2)

@ every two weeks or so @ almost every month

@ just every four weeks @ nearly every year

(3)

@O Thankfully @ Otherwise (® Therefore @ Unfortunately

(@ [ 4]

(@O nothing normal (2 something common

(3 nothing unusual @ something unique

(5)

@O Most of them. @ All of them. (3 Some of them. @ None of them.
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Languages in bad health, due to their nature, . E

(D rarely have few speakers left
@ often have few speakers left
@ wusually have many speakers left

@ make speakers feel sick

Once a generation of children does not learn a language any more or only uses it in a very limited

domain, .

@ it will seem to be a major language

@ it will likely manage to live on
@ it is expected to be recorded by scholars

@ it will very likely not survive

Endangered languages are found .

@ in almost every country

(2 only on either side of the equator
(® mainly in Africa and South America

@ on almost all the continents

It is estimated spoken today will die out in the next 100 years. E

@ all of the living languages
@ half of the 3,000 languages
(® half of the 6,000 languages

@ nearly 1500 languages

Often languages fall out of use before them.

(D scholars have a chance to record or preserve
@ people are aware of
(3 people invent the writing system for

@ scholars give up studying



(6) can be factors in the deaths of their languages. E

Endangered plants and animals
Natural disasters such as earthquakes or tsunamis

Animal hunters and plant collectors

®» ©® © ©

Great changes in climate

(7) Speakers shift to another language over time, , and with this shift the

language may die out.

(D escaping from their home country

(2 maintaining their first language
(3 giving up their first language

@ stopping recording their first language

(8) People often give up their own language )

(D in search of endangered species
@ in hopes of a better life
(3 in a quest for a better education

@ to join a new community
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Languages are passed on from one generation to the next generation.
There are three mediums through which a language is passed on.

Speaking, writing, and signing are the three ways of communication.
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There are many languages which are in good health.
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The cultures of the Middle East appeared and disappeared over thousands of years.
The peoples who invented the writing systems have been dead.

A language dies when the last person who speaks it dies.

®» @ O 6

Many languages spoken in the Middle East no longer exist.
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We are seeing families more rapidly stopping using their first language than ever.
We are witnessing governments stopping people using their native language.

We are seeing some species of plants and animals are at risk of extinction.
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We are observing languages disappearing on a large scale.
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Question: Which of the following statements is NOT true about endangered languages?

(D As many languages in the world are unwritten languages only existing in the minds of their
speakers, humans are losing them at a rapid pace.

(2 An endangered language is a language that is at risk of no longer being used, as its speakers
shift to another language or die out.

(3 A language can be endangered relatively easily. It happens when fewer and fewer people
speak it, and especially when children stop learning it as a foreign language.

(@) The desire for a better life has caused some small linguistic communities to abandon their

first language for a more dominant language.
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© Excuse me, do you know when the next bus to downtown arrives?
I think it should be here in about 10 minutes.
* Thanks.

> Yes, it is. You just need to take Bus 9, and it'll drop you off right in front of it.

: Great, thanks for the info.

Is it OK to use my cell phone here?
Is this the right way to the station?
Is the city hall far from here?

Is this the right stop for the city hall?

W o> W
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: It's going to be difficult to get to the station on time.
. Why don’t you try another road?

: I'm not sure that’'s a good idea.

> You mean, it would be better not to take a risk?

We might be able to get there.
We might get lost.
We would get there too early.

We would save time.
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: Have you finished your math homework yet?
. The math homework! I totally forgot about it.

© Well], it's due tomorrow. I think you should hurry.

Well, I turned it in already.
Oh no. I'd better get started.
Yeah. I think math is boring.

Yeah. I hope math is interesting.

®» ©® © ©

: Did you hear about the typhoon that's coming tonight?

> Yeah, I just saw the news. It looks pretty intense! Have you ever been in a big typhoon

before?

© A few times. I remember one last year when the wind was so strong it knocked down a few

trees in our neighborhood. It was a bit scary, but kind of exciting tool

I find typhoons fascinating.

I don't understand what you are saying.
Why do you think so?
Let’s check the weather forecast.

I know what you mean.

22

s B S oo e S

®» ©® © ©

. I'm thinking about studying abroad next year.

. That’s great!

> T haven't even applied yet.
. Is the application process complicated?

. No. It's pretty easy, but I can’t choose the country where I want to go.

When did you decide to study abroad?
What would you like to study abroad for?
Who gave you advice to study abroad?

Have you started making arrangements?
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(O for @ had @ it @ not (& been) Chinese influence, Japanese culture

would not be what it is today.
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My brother (D to (@ promised @ tell @ not (® the secret ) to anybody.
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(@® books @ you @ the @ more (& read ), the more you will know.

(4) ZOBEIIFAICFEONY a7 itz Boul 84,
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(O me @ the @ reminds @ of (& picture) the trip to Bangkok last year.

(5) TORIFFOFREIZIZTTOREETT,
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(@® big @ this house 3 enough @ for ® is ) the family.
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What do you say ( ) soccer on Sunday?

@ to play @ to playing (3 about playing @ on playing
The number of visitors to Kyoto ( ) increased for years.

@ has @ have ® was @ were
Because I did not lock it, I had my bicycle ( ).

@ steal @ stealing @ stole @ stolen

We had a wonderful holiday, ( ) the rain.

@ except 2 despite 3 besides @ from

You can tell ( ) an egg is bad by its smell.

@ this @ how @ than @ if

( ) makes me happy is that you remember my birthday.

@ Which @ What ® When @ That
Kenta gave me ( ).

D many advices @ alotof advice (@ an advice @ many pieces of advices
There are lights on in their house; they ( ) be home.

@ must @ mustn't ®  would @ wouldn't



(9) Tcan't ( ) a lithograph from an oil painting.

O talk @ tell ® speak @ say
(10 He missed the train, so he had to catch ( ) with his friends later.
@ up @ on ® in @ at
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